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When a nation is going in for an outburst of
extravagance and fine clothes, we can always
notice that its styles of hair-dressing come in for
a great deal of comment. So the moralists fell
heavily on the Elizabethans: " Our heads are
-sometimes polled, sometimes curled, sometimes
suffered to grow at length like women's locks,
many times cut off above or under the ears, round
as by a wooden dish ". And their beards! " some
shaven from the chin like the Turks, not a few
cut short, some made round like a rubbing brush.
. . . If a man have a lean straight face the
cut of his beard will make it broad; if it be
platter-like a"1 long slender beard will make it
seem the narrower ".
All noblemen wore jqjvellery, " rings of gold,
or pearls, or precious Atones in their ears, wherein
they rather disgrace than adorn their persons ".
Furniture was as gorgfeous as the clothing,
Bedsteads had come into fashion, and cushions,
curtains and coverlets were made of velvet and
cloth of geld. Windows were now made not of
horn but of glass. Pewter was used instead of
earthenware, and silver plate " oftentimes in a
nobleman's house of a thousand or two thousand
pounds at the least ".
Sometimes people think the Tudor times were
not notable for cleanliness, but this is a mistake*
Bed-linen was very plentiful, and one writer tells
how in the inns " the linen used at table is washed
daily and each comer is sure to lie in clean sheets.